
THE WITNESS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT ROMANS 8:15-17 
NEED: 
TO BE AWARE OF THE INTERNAL MINISTRY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT IN THE LIFE OF A BELIEVER. 
PROPOSITION: 	THE FIRST EVIDENCE OF THE BAPTISM OF THE HOLY SPIRIT IS HIS INTERNAL WITNESS TO OUR SPIRITS. 
OBJECTIVE: 
TO EQUIP GOD'S PEOPLE TO LIVE LIVES OF VICTORY OVER FEAR AND DOUBT. 
INTRODUCTION: 
Is there some way that I can know for sure that the Holy Spirit lives in me? Since the scriptures teach that the indwelling Holy Spirit is prime evidence that I am a Christian, I want to be sure that He dwells in me. There is a way that I can be sure that the Holy Spirit lives in me. If He lives in me He will be testifying to my spirit. It this aspect of His internal work that the Apostle Paul discusses in our text. He assures us that "the Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that we are God's children." 
The internal testimony of the Spirit is of great significance because of who He is. He is the Spirit of truth. What ever testimony He gives can be trusted completely. He is incapable of deceiving or speaking error. This 

means that His internal witness to our spirit is the kind of evidence on which you can build a life of victory and joy. 
I. His witness sets us free from fear. 
"For you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to fear, but you receive the spirit of Sonship and by Him we cry, Abba, Father." 
1. Religion will fill you with fear. 
This word of assurance by Paul must be interpreted against the background of this letter. It must be seen in its context. In the seventh chapter of this letter the Apostle described the consequences of legalism. He described the fear and despair that legalism can bring. Legalism is the ultimate of expression of religion. Religion is man's attempt to find God, and to make himself acceptable to God. Religion places its emphasis on what I can do to make myself right with God. That kind of emphasis fills you with the fear of the slave. The fear of the slave is the fear that He has 
not done enough to please his master. He is always aware of his status as a slave and is aware that his position in the household is dependent upon his ability to please His master. In that ancient world whenever a slave could no longer please His master, he could be discarded like a broken piece of furniture. He must always be expending Himself to maintain the favor of his master lest he be discarded. There was never the assurance within that he had done enough to please God. No matter how many good works he had done he knew there could never be enough to move him from his status of a slave to that of a son. A man might have given twenty-five years of faithful service 

as a slave, but then in his twenty-sixth year he messes up, His messing up means he has lost everything. His status is completely dependent upon what he can do. 
The assurance of the Apostle is that we have not received that kind of spirit. To become a Christian is not to be placed in the status of a slave, but rather the status of a son. To become a Christian is not to be saddled with the responsibility of maintaining our status by being pleasing to God, but rather it is the joy of living in the freedom of a son. 
2. The Holy spirit makes us aware of our sonship. 
"But you receive the Spirit of Sonship." Actually, the Greek text is even more graphic. It indicates that we have received "the Spirit of adoption." Our position of sonship is different from the Sonship of the Lord Jesus. Jesus is the only begotten Son of God. His relationship to the Father as Son has been a natural relationship that has existed from all eternity. Our relationship to God as son has been bestowed upon us as a gift. We were not naturally the sons of God, but God adopted us into His family. We are sons by His choice. 
To be an adopted son is not a second class relationship with God. Under Roman law an adopted son had all the rights and privileges of a natural born son. He could not legally be treated as a second class son. Ordinarily adoption took place when a man found himself without an heir. He would deliberately choose some young man who had nothing in the world to become his adopted son so that he could bestow upon him as an heir his wealth and 

position in the community. This is what Holy God did. Holy God wanted a family of sons and daughters. Since none of us were naturally the children of God but were rather naturally the children of wrath, God had to adopt some children. When God adopted us He gave unto us the spirit of sonship. The spirit of sonship, the Holy Spirit, so makes us aware of this blessed relationship with God that we spontaneously respond to God by saying, "Abba, Father." Abba was the intimate Aramaic word for father. It was similar to our word Daddy in English. It was the term that expressed the closeness and the intimacy that the person felt with their father. Interestingly it was a word that Jesus used when He would address His Father on occasion. 
This is the way that the Holy Spirit enables us to cast off the slavish fear that religion would impose upon us. He brings into us such a profound awareness of this relationship with God that there is no place for fear. When you become aware that you are a child of God, then you know that you are not seeking to earn a position in the household like a slave, but rather you are enjoying a position like a son or daughter. 
II. His witness gives us assurance. 
This is the positive side of the casting out of fear. Assurance is the opposite of the uncertainty and fear that characterizes the slave. "The Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that we are God's children." This is a reference to that on-going, internal work of the Holy Spirit whereby He gives to the child of God assurance of their permanent relationship with God and acceptance before God. How does He do this? 
'--- 

1. By illuminating the Word of God to our understanding. 
One of the ways the Holy Spirit testifies with our spirit is by giving to us understanding of the things of God. Paul wrote to the Corinthians about this. "We have not received the spirit of the world but the spirit who is 
from God, that we may understand what God has freely given us. 
- The man 
without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because 
they are spiritually discerned. The Spiritual man makes judgment about all things, but he Himself is not subject to any man's judgment" (I Cor. 2:12,14). This is the thing that distinguishes a child of God from an unsaved person. The child of God has the Holy Spirit filling his heart with understanding of the things of God. The Holy Spirit makes the Bible a living word in the heart of the child of God. While the world finds the Bible only an antique relic from the past, the child of God finds in it guidance, strength, light, hope every day. 
Sometimes this illumination will take place during your own quiet time. Sometimes it will take place during worship. Sometimes it will take place at an unexpected moment. Suddenly you will find your heart captivated by a word from God and that word is made personal to your life. In that moment you become aware of this special relationship that you have with God and you are sure that you are a child of God. 
2. He gives assurance by sanctifying us unto the Lord. 

'- 
One of the continual ministries the Holy Spirit performs in the life of the believer is that of sanctification. This work involves Him leading us and transforming us so that we walk in the world as the children of God. This is so that our relationship with God will become so obvious that it will be a testimony to the reality of God in the world about us. 
This ministry of the Holy Spirit becomes very personal. It is like the thing that my mother would do when I was growing up as a boy. Sometimes when my behavior had not been appropriate she would sit me down and remind me that I was a Lowrie, that my father was a deacon in the Baptist Church, that our family was a Christian family and that there were some things we just did not do. She would help me to see that my behavior was not consistent with my status as a son of Orel and Irene Lowrie. She was setting me a part to live like a son of Christian parents. The Holy Spirit will do this. Sometimes He will come along and remind me that I have developed an attitude that is inconsistent with my relationship with God. It is not appropriate for a child of God to have an attitude of antagonism toward another child of God that is loved as much by the Lord as I am loved. Sometimes the Holy Spirit will make me painfully aware that I have just said something that is inconsistent with my being a child of God. He is ever sensitizing me to the attitudes and the behavior that is acceptable before God for one of His children. This is the ministry of the Holy Spirit. It is one of the ways that we know we are children of God. 
The Holy Spirit does not perform this kind of ministry in the life of the non-Christian. We know we are the children of God because we are led by the Spirit of God. 

III. His witness fills us with hope. 
"Now if we are children, then we are heirs - heirs of God and coheirs with Christ." The "now" and "then" set the tone of this passage. Now we are the children of God and this has profound implications for our anticipation of the future. If we are children of God, what can we expect in the future? The Apostle strikes two notes that express this hope. 
1. Heirs of God. 
' 	-- 
To be a child in a family under ordinary circumstances is to be an heir of your parents. Materially that is not too significant for many of us with reference to our earthly families. This same reality, however, is transferred by the Apostle into the spiritual realm. To be a child of God is to be an heir of God. What can you look forward to in the future? You can look forward in the future to being treated by God as one of His rightful, legal heirs. This means that you have a part in every thing that belongs to your heavenly father as one of His children. 
2. Coheirs with Christ. 
This is an even more profound statement. It is an expansion of the idea of being a heir of God. Christ is the rightful, natural heir of God. He is the only begotten Son of the Father. He bore testimony that the Father had committed all things in to His hands. He is the one who has all authority in heaven and in earth. He is the one who has been exalted so that His name is above every name, and every knee will bow to Him, and confess that He is 

Lord. He is the rightful occupant of the throne of glory and we are heirs with Him. We are coheirs with Him. He has included us in all of the glory that has come to Him because of the accomplishment of His redemptive mission. It is more than the human mind can ever comprehend. 
Paul will pick up this idea of glory and expand it in the paragraphs to come. We will wait until we study those paragraphs to explore the dimensions of this glory, but let it suffice to say that it gives hope to the child of God. So when the Holy Spirit bears witness with your spirit that you are a child of God, it not only gives you assurance about your relationship with God now, it also gives you expectancy and hope as you anticipate tomorrow and eternity. 
Have you been experiencing internal, on-going witness of the Spirit? There is something you can do to enhance His activity in your life. He is able to bear His internal witness most clearly in the life of an obedient child of God. When ever you are walking in faith and obedience, the Holy Spirit will be able to speak most clearly to your internal spirit. It has been my observation across the years that a life of disobedience will silence the internal witness of the Holy spirit. His words of testimony will become fainter and fainter and less frequent all of the time. But when you renew your walk of faith and obedience, then the internal witness will become clearer and clearer. Thank God for the witness of the Holy Spirit. 

